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MINUTES OF MEETING – 17 JULY 2017 AT 7.30pm DRAYCOTT CHURCH HALL 
 

Present: Cllrs Holdcroft, Clarke, Winfield, McLaughlin, Jones, Tabbernor, Deaville and Dist Cllr Pearce 
together with 8 local residents. 

1 Apologies and approval of absences:  

Dist Cllr Trigger, Cllr Deaville also said he would have to leave early.   

2 Guest speakers: 

a. Jamie Richards – AED – defibrillators 

Jamie opened his talk with the fact that for each minute of untreated cardiac arrest the chances of 
survival decrease by 10% and he spoke about the aim of having a defibrillator available every 200m. 
Sudden cardiac arrest kills 100,000 men, women and children every year in the UK. 

AED is a charity organising a one stop supply for defibrillators with funding portal, supply, fit, 
training, registry with ambulance service.  AED offers a better level of buying power with a  24 hour 
service callout for vandalism.  £130 for five year maintenance costs.  Council would donate the 
money, AED donate the machine so it still belongs to them.  Any member of the public can use the 
machine without training but just under advice from ambulance service.  Fundraising help - £1999 
per defib, installation, training, maintenance, registering with ambulance service.  Cllr Deaville says 
he will contribute towards one from his community fund initiative.  Agenda for next meeting. 

Cllr Holdcroft thanked Jamie for his information.  Jamie left an information leaflet with councillors. 

b. Dr D McCrory – was unable to attend but Clerk  is prepared to send questions to him to be 
answered. - technical type risk questions relating to contamination and not the wider planning issues that 
residents may have about the development.  Please submit via email – draycottparishcouncil@aol.co.uk – 
Dr McCrory has agreed to attend a future council meeting with date to be confirmed. 

c. Public participation – No questions. 

3 Solar Array Fund applications 

a. Lee Warburton – has submitted an application for matched funding for planters but asked 
for the matter to be deferred to the next meeting due to personal reasons.  See also 6 b:15 
below. 

b. Breathe UK Training CIC/Tatsu Dojo – an application has been received.  The council felt they 
needed more information and so representatives are to be invited to next council meeting to 
obtain the answers that will help the decision making. 
 

4 To receive declarations of interests - none 

5 To resolve that the minutes of previous Parish Council meeting on 19 June 2017 are a correct 
record: 
a. The clerk noted two omissions in correspondence and has added them at 7 b (iii) and 7 e 

and one omission in 11 d where the sum of precept received and date received. 
b. PM/MD  The minutes were accepted by all councillors including these additions. 
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6 To receive an update about progress of ongoing issues:   

a. The issue of flytipping at the entrance to Paul Ford’s field at the top of Church Lane has 
been addressed by Cllr Deaville and the Clerk and, because it is private land, SMDC cannot 
help.  Mr & Mrs Ford thanked the council for their efforts on their behalf. 

b. View appendix 1 -: 
 Item 1: Precept increase will need to be considered to pay for lengthsman work.  Invite Rob Steele to 

precept meeting towards the end of 2017. 
 Item 2: Take advice on best way to use lengthsman from Rob Steele 
 Item 3: A cut hedge letter to be obtained from Rob Steele 
 Item 4: An Excel spreadsheet to be maintained and updated on all highways issues 
 Item 5: Care needs to be taken on reporting vehicles parked on grass verges.  Establish SORN, Report to 

police and DVLA  (Note: illegal to park on grass verges) 
 Item 6 + 7:  Report to residents and interested parties regarding Church Lane and establish whether it 

would be helpful to host another meeting? 
 Item 8, 9 + 10: Cllr Deaville and Divisional Highway Plan – DHP – what are the priorities?  Cllr Deaville 

reports pinch point action and speed signs would take priority over Church Lane.  Cllr Winfield reported 
from the weekend of A50 closure that he counted 1831 vehicles in one hour.  Clerk to write to 
Highways England to highlight in the light that there may be future planned closures. 

 Item 11:  Clerk to contact Environment Agency regarding moat at Hartley’s. 
 Item 12:  Clerk to chase Cheadle Road Trees and Railings report from Rob Steele. 
 Item 13:  No possible HGV action for Cheadle Road 
 Item 14: DHP might fund HGV Unsuitable signage for both ends of Cresswell Old Lane. 
 Item 15: planters and planting – item 15 – defer to next meeting 
 Item 16:   Clerk made contact with Cresswell about the return of the equipment but also had a long 

conversation with Michelle Shaker of Staffordshire Police and Community Speed Watch co-ordinator 
who advised the following: 

 Permit Cresswell to keep the old equipment which is now 10 years old as sharing equipment 
between two or more active groups is counter productive. 

 Cresswell group to continue with their area.   
 Establish a new Draycott Level group with the purchase of new equipment.  Clerk is willing 

to be Draycott Co-ordinator if this action is taken.  As a pilot initiative, the Staffordshire 
Safer Roads Partnership is providing, through a bidding process, £200k over the next 2 years 
in the form of the Road Safety Grant Fund.  The money has been made available to: 

 improve road safety 
 increase public confidence in the safety of Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire's 

roads 
 support communities to take local responsibility 

 All training would be provided by Michelle and her team and takes around 2.5 hours. 
 During August Clerk could leaflet Draycott Level for some more volunteers and Michelle 

has agreed to attend September’s meeting to advertise the service. 
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 The location and the name of Cresswell co-ordinator. 
o Mr. David Phillips, 39 Sandon Road, Cresswell.  Tel 07879 890663 

 Each group of Speedwatch volunteers is treated as a separate group. 
 

7 Correspondence 

a. Follow up comment from last meeting when discussion of where tip sites are.  Tip sites in our 
parish area as according to The Environment Agency:   

http://maps.environment-
agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?latest=true&topic=waste&ep=query&lang=_e&x=397686.125&y=33
8952.6666666667&scale=9&layerGroups=2&queryWindowWidth=25&queryWindowHeight=25  

b. Police and Crime Commission – consultation document - formal consultation on the 
proposed changes to the governance arrangements for Police and the Fire and Rescue 
Service in Staffordshire between 10 July and 4 September – does DPC have an opinion to 
submit? 
Our District Councillors were asked for their opinions by the Chair – Option 2 seems to be 
favoured – separate services with separate employer – make the Ambulance Service 
Staffordshire Ambulance Service and separate it from West Midlands Ambulance Service.  
Clerk to report DPC response.  Cllrs Pearce and Deaville to supply a letter format for the 
Clerk to send in response. 
 

c. Mark Stewart asked a question about elections:  "This question is for our new councillor, 
Mrs McLaughlin.  First, congratulations on your victory at the polls.  The question is this: 
before the deadline for by-election nominations to be accepted, did anyone to do with this 
council talk to you, Mrs McLaughlin, to encourage you not to stand?  Or, indeed, to go 
ahead and stand?  This question relates to whether or not there should be a policy on such 
matters in the future."   All questions should be directed through the Chair and the council 
agreed that this is an unanswerable question and can be ignored. 
 

8 Planning: 

a. New applications 
DET/2017/0022 – Mr G Brain – Paynsley Hall Farm, Sandon Road, Cresswell - proposed 
change of use of agricultural building (barn) to dwelling house.  The council inspected the 
plans and could see no justifiable reason why the plans should not be approved.  The Clerk 
to report via the Planning Portal and to note that Council would like to make sure that no 
public footpaths are blocked by this application and that other public footpaths already 
obstructed on this land should be re-opened. 

b. Planning application decisions – none 
 

9 To receive oral reports from district councillors 

a. The County Council will shortly be starting to a consultation exercise with regards to 
subsidised bus travel.  This starts on 24 July and will last for 8 weeks.  The link below to the 
County Council’s website will provide more information. 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/transport/publictransport/buses/Bus-review/Bus-review.aspx 
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b. Dist Cllr Pearce said he will not be attending the Council Assembly on 19 July 2017. 

10 Finance 

a. Clerk contract – the clerk has an implicit contract with Draycott Parish Council but this needs 
formalising with a written form.  The NALC pro-forma contract has been pronounced 
suitable for purpose and therefore needs to be completed and signed off at the next 
meeting once all in agreement. 

b. The Clerk has expressed thoughts regarding the nature of a clerk’s employment and 
proposed that 24 July to end of August should be deemed Statutory Holiday as all other 
days taken have seen the 20 hours paid per month all used up to service meetings but there 
is no meeting in August.   In the light of monitoring email the Clerk will check on a weekly 
basis and answer/forward/manage email and will document hours worked so that payment 
can be made for those hours as suggested by a councillor. 

c. To authorise payments 

Payee What Amount Total and Chq No 
Clerk – K Bradshaw Salary 

Printing Costs 2 months 
Broadband 

£250.00 
£   7.98 
£ 10.00 

£267.98 

Clerk for August Salary 
Printing Costs 
Broadband 

£250.00 
£   3.49 
£ 10.00 

£263.49 

transparency fund 3 hrs per 
month @£15 per hour 

Website Management  
April to July inc. 

£180.00 (4 months) 

Litterpicker – MS Price 
July 

7.5 hours @ £7.50 
24 miles 
Telephone 
25% cost of gloves 

£ 56.25 
£  12.00 
£  1.00 
£  2.25 

£71.50 

Litterpicker – August –  
Usually paid early to 
maintain income 

10 hours @ £7.50 
32  miles 
Telephone 

£ 75.00 
£16.00 
£1.00 

£92.00 

Draycott Church Hall 17 July 2017 £ 25.50 £25.50 
 

d. To note receipt of income – a balance sheet was shared with the councillors for 
consideration over the summer recess regarding income/expenditure until the end of March 
2018. 
 

11 Matters pertaining to issues in the Parish or for the next agenda 

a. No additional matters raised bar what is already in these minutes. 

The chair mentioned in his closing remarks that praise and thanks should go to Mr John Clarke 
for managing the Draycott Summer Fayre and pronounced it “the best one yet!” 
 

12 Date of next meeting – 18 September 2017 – closing date for correspondence, written 

submissions, solar array fund applications and questions to draycottparishcouncil@aol.co.uk    

about 10 days before meeting. 
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APPENDIX 1 

1 For the future any lengthsman duties will have to be paid for out of the precept so is a serious consideration for council 
when next setting the precept. 

2 Steele is able to advise on the way to tackle lengthsman type jobs and assist in getting the best job done. 
3 Hedges: As we all know hedges can normally only be cut outside nesting season.  Only exceptions are if the hedge 

becomes dangerous or overhanging the highway but need DEFRA permission.  Rob to supply a proforma letter that 
could be sent to landowners to get them to cut the hedges (letter contains all the legal stuff a landowner would need to 
know and there is a process for non-compliance which Rob can administer).  Parish to send letters in the first instance as 
generally local knowledge knows who owns what! 

4 List of existing potholes to be supplied and, if possible, locally monitored.  Rob says that potholes are monitored but 
inevitably some may slip through the net.  Evidence of a worsening pothole is helpful to raise the priority level of getting 
it fixed.   

5 Parked vehicle on verge  of Uttoxeter Road – should not be there.  Yes we know but!!!!  Report again and again to 
Police.  Comments were made about the fact that the property who owns the offending car have a number of broken 
down vehicles on their drive and should be reported to SMDC as change of use from home to scrap yard. 

6 Church Lane – would not be adopted in its present form and highly unlikely to be adopted even if it was brought up to 
Highways standards.  It is, as we all know, a public right of way over an unadopted road.  Damage to the road surface 
and to vehicles using it is at vehicle owners risk.   Unpalatable truth but truth nevertheless.  The homeowners of Church 
Lane are not liable to pay. 

7 White bricks/rocks put on verges to stop cars traversing the grass – is illegal and, should a vehicle or person be damaged 
or injured because of them, the fault would lie with the property owner who would not be covered by their home 
insurance and in worst case scenario could have a personal prosecution brought against them.   Report locations of 
white bricks/rocks etc to Highways  0300 111 8000 

8 To have any help with Church Lane – the tarmac part – could ask Mark Deaville to prioritise in his divisional highway 
plan – DHP – but that can also be applied to for other things that enhance the wider community .  To do anything with 
Church Lane will require Highways assessment and permissions. 

9 No likelihood for pedestrian refuges on Uttoxeter Road.   
10 Items at 8 and 9 could of course be part of a S106 agreement with Barretts if traffic management measures are deemed 

appropriate.  (This could also cover road widening, footway installation, disabled access)  If anyone fancies being the 
advocate of getting these added to S106??) 

11 Moat at Hartley’s – Contact Environmental Agency who can deal with this. 
12 Cheadle Road – trees and railings – to be inspected by Rob and advised on actions required. 
13 Enquiries had been made by residents about access to Cheadle Road by the Draycott Arms by HGVs being stopped.  Even 

if a lower weight limit were imposed HGVs would still be allowed access if they are going to the industrial sites on the 
edge of Cheadle.  HGVs are here to stay! 

14 As at 12 – the same applies to Cresswell Old Lane, Draycott Old Road etc etc.  It would appear that some HGVs operate 
with a car SATNAV which costs around £100 – an HGV version costs around £800 but that would never direct heavy 
vehicles down narrow country roads.  

15 Planters etc.  For a planter to be officially recognised there is a need to have a Licence to plant under Section 184 which 
costs around £1500 – Rob recommended the idea of open planting where planters are not used but the licence fee still 
applies.  When more ideas are available then Rob can advise what fees might be required.   Open planting avoids the 
obstruction risk that a solid planting box poses.  (suggested looking at Cellarhead and Werrington for their planting by 
village signs etc).  It would appear that open planting is more sustainable as bulbs survive in the ground where they 
don’t do well in a box.  Summer planting then can be added.   

16 Rob reminded us that the speedwatch equipment currently in the hands of Cresswell should be returned to the Clerk and 
then a survey of speed on various parts of Uttoxeter Road undertaken.  It’s possible to put out the relevant signage and 
to record speeds and volume of traffic only rather than also recording number plates.   This to be undertaken at various 
times of the day to get a good picture of how speed affects residents.  Rob to advise on Speedwatch – also contact 
Michelle Shaker CSW organiser. 

17 Next meeting to be scheduled in September – noted that councillors need more notice. 


